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IN THI CLAIMS : 

Pjgagi? amend the claims as follows: 

(All the pending claims are here reproduced). 

Pleast ! cancel claims 1-4, 7-1 1 and 13, without prejudice. 

1 . (Ca iceled) A fin deployment system for attachment to a projectile having a main axis, 
compi ising: a plurality of fins; a plurality of hinges attached to an aft section of the projectile 
to rote te the fins from a stowed position to a deployed position after the projectile is launched; 
a rete ition ixjver attached to the aft section of the projectile to cover and retain the fins while 
the pr )jectile is in storage and before the projectile is launched; wherein the fins wrap around 
the af section prior to deployment, and deploy radially relative to the projectile main axis. 

2. (Cs nceled) The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of fins comprise at least three fins. 

3. (Ce nceled) The system of claim 1 , further comprising a fin cover that provides retention of 
the fir s while in the stowed position. 

4. (C£ ncel&d) The system of claim 3, wherein the fin cover comprises a pressure reservoir that uses a 
propel ant gas to deploy after the projectile is launched to release the fins into the deployed position. 

5. (Curreitly amended) [[The system of claim 4]] A fin deployment system for attachment 
to a e -oieclHe having a main axis, comprising: 

a plur alitv of fins: 

a plui alitv of hinges attached to an aft section of the projectile to rotate the fins from a stowed 
positi )n to a deployed position after the projectile is launched; 

a rete ntion cover attached to the aft section of the projectile to cover and retain the fins while 
the p oject le is in storage and before the projectile is launched, further comprising a fin cover 
that rrovid^s retention of the fins while in the stowed position, and wherein the fin cover 
come rises a pressure reservoir that uses a propellant gas to deploy after the projectile is 
launc ned to release the fins into the deployed position: and , wherein the fin cover further 
comprises a plurality of pressure equalization holes disposed radially, peripherally, externally, 
relati 'e to -he fin cover, to provide pressure mitigation for the fin cover, to permit the fin cover 
to se actively deploy after launch : and. 

when »in th 5 fins wrap around the aft section prior to deployment and deploy radially relative 
to the projectile main axis. 
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6. (Ori finally submitted) The system of claim 5, wherein during launch, the propellent gas 
genen ites a net pressure force that maintains the fin cover in contact with the aft section. 

7. (C anceled) The system of claim 1, further comprising a lock mechanism connected to 
the hir ges to lock the fins in the deployed position. 

8. (C ance ed) The system of claim 7, wherein the lock mechanism comprises a locking pin that 
penetr.rtes the hinges and terminates into the aft section. 

9. (C anceled) The system of claim 8, wherein the locking pin includes tapered, cylindrical body with 
a roun ied nose, to minimize lock tolerance. 

1 0. (( ;anceled) The system of claim 9, wherein the locking pin further includes a post which, during 
launct . prov des support for a lock pin spring. 

1 1 . (C anceled) The system of claim 1 , wherein the aft section includes an outside profile that 
provid is a v. rapping surface for the plurality of fins; wherein the plurality of fins include a plurality of fin 
blade*; and wherein the wrapping surface further provides a support for the fin blades when the fins are 
in a st iwed position . 

12. (C urrently amended) [[The system of claim 1 1]] A fin deployment system for 
attacl men: to a projectile having a main axis, comprising: 

a plur alitv nf fins: 

a plur ality of hinges attached to an aft section of the projectile to rotate the fins from a stowed 
positi on to a deployed position after the projectile is launched: and . wherein the aft section 
incluc es an outside profile that provides a wrapping surface for the plurality of fins: 
when in th-a plurality of fins include a plurality of fin blades: and . wherein the aft section 
comp ises pressure release slots disposed radially around the aft section, to provide pressure 
release from the fins for deployment of the fins, in order to mitigate a deployment velocity of 
the fil i s. and wherein the wrapping surface further provides a support for the fin blades when 
the fins are in a stowed position: and. 

a rate ntion cover attached to the aft section of the projectile to cover and retain the fins while 
the p oiechle is in storage and before the projectile is launched: 

when )in th* fins wrap around the aft section prior to deployment, and deploy radially relative 
to the proitactile main axis . 

1 3. (( Canceled) The system of claim 1 , wherein the fins are mode of a super-elastic 
mate ial. 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 
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